














EXTENSION ACTIVITIES �

1.	� For whom is this book? Abrams lists Always Matt as appropriate for ages 14–99. It includes illustrations, and Newman’s poetry in 

the main text is written using plain language. Her writing in the other sections is a bit more detailed and dense. Which readers is 

this book designed for, and how might this be part of Newman’s and Britigan’s strategies? Use examples from the text to support 

your argument.

2.	� Newman includes a number of resources at the end of her book. The books, films, and CD all offer various representations of Matt’s 

story. Choose one or more to compare with Always Matt. What does each resource have to offer? How would you describe their 

portraits of Matt’s story?

3.	� Look at some newspaper articles about Matthew Shepard. What do you learn about him? How would you describe the portraits of 

Matt they offer? What kind of information do they give you? What are their strengths and limitations? How does reading/viewing/

listening to them affect your understanding of Matt’s story?

4.	� What does it mean to hate someone? Have you ever hated someone? How do you think about hating 

people now that you have read about what happened to Matt? Ask students how they would define a 

hate crime. Have them research how a hate crime is defined on national, state, and local levels. Read 

the text of the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act, and have students 

research James Byrd’s story. What kind of legislation exists where you live? Does your town or county 

have hate crime or anti-discrimination legislation? Which groups are included in it, if so? What might (or 

not) be surprising?

Millions of people have heard Matt’s story

and are making a di�erence. �ey are writing

letters, marching, protesting, voting, passing laws. 

�ey are doing their best to make

the world a better place, a kinder place,

a peaceful place for everyone.



5.	� Have students research the organizations behind the Anti-Violence Project, Black Lives Matter, Missing and Murdered Indigenous 

Women USA, and the International Transgender Day of Remembrance. What are connections across these movements? What does 

the violence have in common? What are the organizations’ goals, and how are they working to achieve them?

6.	� Look up the definitions of “memorial.” What do memorials do, and what do we expect them to look like? What are some factors that 

must be considered when creating a memorial to someone or an event? In what ways can this be a sensitive subject? How might 

Always Matt function as a memorial and for whom? Does Newman create a memorial with her writing? Why, or why not?

7.	 Visit the Matthew Shepard Foundation website and learn more about the work of Judy and Dennis Shepard.

8.	� Across the book we see a number of a number of ways to make a difference. Which ways are practical for you and where you live? 

How might you participate in these kinds of actions?

9.	 Does your school have a gay-straight alliance or equivalent group? Consider partnering with them for an activity.

10.	� Is there a queer community center or similar kind of resource where you live? You might invite someone to speak about the local 

queer community, and what it has been like historically in your region. You might also find someone who can speak to hearing 

about the events of Matthew Shepard’s murder in real time. This connection might give you options for post-reading activities and 

community service, as well.

ADDITIONAL TEACHING RESOURCES �

See pages 78–79 for Matthew Shepard–related resources
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